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WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 1809

THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN —Eight alleged former British offi-
cers were arrested at Johannesburg on &
charge of high treason. Gieneral Gomes |8
expected to-day to Issue a manifesto, calling on
Cubans to disarm, to accept payment and to re-
sumé work. ——= The Earl of Strafford, who
married Mrs, Samuel J. Colgate, of this elty,
was killed by a train at Potters’ Bar, England.
==—= Marchand's expedition was reported to be
in good health, and was expected to reach Ji-
boutll on May 16, =—— British treops took the
¢ity of Kow-Loon, disarming the Chinese forces.
Advices from Hrazll said that the Amerl-
can Consulate at Manaos was stoned and the
coat-of-arms torn down after the Wilmington's
departure for Iquitos. - The Queen held a
Drawing-Room at Buckingham Palace, at which
g}:‘orll Americans were presented by Mra,

oate,

DOMERBTIC.—The committee in charge of the
project to purchase a home in Washington for
Admire! Dewey isgued an address to the public.
Attornev-General Monnett, of Ohlo, test|-
fied regarding the Standard Ol Company before
the Industrial Commiesion in Washington, ——
Indictments against the princlpals and alleged
cunspiratore In the cigar-stamp counterfelting
cage were found by the United States Grand
Jury in Philadelphin, =——= Governor Roosevelt
i% expected to sign the Ford Franchise Tax bill
if 1t 18 unamended, =——— The President passed a
quiet day at Hot Springs, taking a drive tn
Warm Springs Rear-Admiral Watson
galled from San Franciseo.for Manlla to succeed
Admiral Dewsy in command. ==—=— An nccident
on a branch of the Reading -Hallroad resulted In
the death of an engineer and probable fatal In-

| furies ta a fireman. =——— The Btate Grand Army
of the Republlc Encampment begins to-day at
Eyracuss,

CITY.—Btocks were Aull end strong, ——
Mayor Van Wyck and Police Commissioner Sex-
ten were the chief witnesses hefore the Mazet
Committes, Mr. Moss probed the motivea he.
kind the removal of John MeCullagh as Chief
of Police. === Adjutant Willlam G. Bates was
elected major of the Tlat Regiment. The
Brard of Aldermen referred to the Committes
on Finance the resolution adopted by the Coun-
cil, providing for the expenditure nrilr«r,rm for
the Dewey reception. ==— The commencement
exercises of Unlon Theslogical Seminary were
held at Adams Memorlal Hall, In the seminary.
=== Winners at Morrieg Park: Ethelbert, Kirk-

|
g wond, Greatland, Previous, Dangerous Maid
i Klepper i

| THE WEATHER —TForecast for to-day: Show-

| ere and thunderatorms. The temperature yes-

- ::‘dl:;" Highest, 03 degrees; lowest, 51; aver-
e,

FORD RILL AMENDMENTE,

Governor Roosevelt's task in getting the fran-
chise-holders tn pay taxes with good grace la
bot an easy one, These corporations have so
long enjoyed exemption from taxation on some
of thelr maost valuable property, and also in
large measure secured that property ltself at
little or no cost, that they have come to regard
this free enjoyment as a vested right and to
cry out “confiscation” If attempts are made to
get from them the same measure of taxation
on actual values as the average private prop-
erty-owner pays. The Governor evidently un-
derstands too well the justice of the taxatlon
of franchises to be Impressed by the outerles
of those who would make their previous escape
from just taxation the excuse for still forther
exemption. Nevertheless, he seems to be Im-
'ﬁom with some of thelr pleas for modifica-

n.

This proposed modification is something that
will bear watching with the greatest eautlon.
There Is danger that nnder the guise of modifi-
catlon the franchise-holders and thelr servants
in politics will really attempt to defeat the
whole tax, and they are clever enough to go
about it diplomatically, Of course, they will
be “improving” the bill with the best of inten-
tlons to have themselves taxed “‘sclentifically”
and “equally™ slnee they must be taxed at all,
but they may all the time be improving the
bill out of existence. There are varlous ways
of doing this. One is to incorporate In the new
bill some provislon In possibly unconstitutional
form. There Is no reason to doubt the consti-
tutionality of the Ford bl as It stands, for it

¥ follows closely the lines already marked out
; by our courts In discussions of the tax law.
| There might perhaps be some doubt abount a
1 bill levying asseasments !n a partlenlar way
3 and providlng for various deductlons. The
Ford bill s simply one of definition, and dces
levy a tax; hence it is freed from the strict
conformity to certaln constitutional require-
ments which might easily by deslgn or inad-
y vertence be contravened by a more complicated
measure ordering assessments,
If additlons are to be made to the scheme, we
: hope this danger will be guarded against by
' putting them in the form of amendments to
a law already on the statute-book rather than
by recasting and repassing the Ford bill. This
may seem a matter of indifference, but it is
not. If the Governor now or before actlon by
the Legislature slgns the Ford bill it will be
a law standing on its own constitutional merlts.
Then If any Invalid amendments happen to
pass they would simply be set aside by the
courts, and the original law with its essential
valuable feature of franchise taxation would
be in force. On the other hand, If the Gov-
ernor allows an entirely new bill to come to
him as a substitute any unconstitutional feature
found in it might invalidate the whole scheme
and leave franchises untaxed. The Ford bill
should be signed first, and, If need be, amend-
ed afterward. On the statute-book, moreover,
it will be much more powerful in securing good
amendments than in the Governor's safe, with
possibilities of its belog left there
clever Intrigue or a little too

also needs eareful consideration to foresee thelr
exact effect. The corporations are making a
great virtue of the sums they pay the citles for
their franchises and talking of double taxation. |
That may fool somebody who has not

the idea of a franchise as valuable property
which is bought and sold. With equal justice
the man who bought from the city and pald
for a lot might claim that he shounld not be
taxed by the clty on property for which he
pald the elty. The percentage pald for streets
18 the price of the property acquired and the
fact that something is pald for the property is
no reason for tax exemption, There |s just one |
ground for the deduction proposed, and that I8
not theoretical, but practical: to secure equal-
Ity and save a corporation paying for a fran-
chise from bearing as heavy a burden as one
that gets lts franchise for nothing. But are
we certaln that the Ford bill does not of Itselfl
gecure just that equality? Suppose two roads
hold franchises of the same character, one as
a gift, the other for a yearly compensation.
On a fair assessment of actual value the free
tranchise wonld stand the higher. Tt would sell
for more in the hands of a promoter if a rail
had not been lald and caplitalists were ahout
to buy the privilege of bullding and operating.
The other franchise has a fixed charge against
it; to operate under it would cost just 8o much
more: consequently, It Is worth less by the
amount of the capitalization of that fixed
charge. 8o, too, if we make the assessment
as proposed on the basis of market value of
stock. The road that has to pay the city a
percentage on earnings has so much less for
dividends, and, other things being equal, the
stock will be worth less than that of the com-
pany that pays the city nothing.

Great care will be necessary, lkewlise, In
planning any system of rebates or deductions
to guard against freeing the rallronds and gas
companies from the State Franchise tax, a tnx
that It eannot be too clearly understood in no
sense duplicates that levied by the Ford bill. It
s eimply the fee exacted hy the Btate from
all corporations, manufacturing, farming, trans-
portation, for the permission to do husiness
in a corporate capacity with special privileges
not possessed by the individual. The Ford il
tax Is a tax on definite property rights, which
may be possessed by an {ndividual or corpora-
tlon. Taxing elther one has nothing to de with
taxing the other, yet “deducting from the total
amount of tax” levied under the Ford bill “any
proportion of taxes levied and pald at present,”
as suggested, might easily pave the way for
exempting the rallroads and gas companies
from a State charge now horne in common with
them by the smallest mereantile corporation.
Suech an exemption would bhe highly unjust,

MATOR VAN WYCK'S TESTIMONY.

The Hon. Robert A. Van Wyek, Mayor of
New-York, deigned to appear hefore the Mazet
Committee vesterday., In answer to varlous
questions  he cleared away many popular
miscopeeptions, He assured the committae
that It was to the Democratie party, and not to
Tammany Hall, that his nomination and elec-
tion were due, and he rejected with proper em-
phasis the suggestion that he had consulted
with Richard Croker ahout his appointments.
Were the appointments pleasing or displeasing
to Mr. Croker? Well, he didn't know. Did he
ever hear any complaint? Of course, Mr. Van
Wyek answered this by seaying that no man
dared eall him down.

Ar. Van Wyek ridiculed the idea that any-
body but himself had aught to do with select-
ing the heads of departments. Polnting at his
breast, he modestly assumed the responsibility
and blame. He was jaanty, not to say gay, up
to this point. The transformation eame when
Mr. Moss asked him nbout the rumor that he
(the Mayor) and Messrs. Carroll and Sexton
were interested In poolrooms conducted by a
AMr, Maloney. The Mayor was furfons, He
tlked and gesticulated at such a rate that Mr.
Moss could not get lu a word edgewlse, and
thers was indiguation In hig voice, eyes and
lmbs as he clamored for the instant production
of the villaln responsible for the Infamous story,
When His Honor paused for breath Mr. Hoff-
man. one of the Demoeratle members of the
committes, tried his skill as an orator, and in
aecents trembling with emotion expressed ab-
horrence of the enstom of asking questions re-
flecting vpon distinguished ecitizens. Mr. Van
Wyek was not mollified by the reminder that
he had just demeribed ex-Police Commissioner
Hamilon as a blackmaller without having legal
evldenes to support the aliegation. The Mayor
cloged the poolroom Incident by saying that he
“onght to he hung" If the rumor reported to
Mr, Moss were true. Hig Honor spoke of ex-
Chief of Pollce MeCullagh as “a fakir, liar and
coward," and subsequently, In answer to Inter-
rogatorles, he gave his foeas of the newspaper
profession In these words:

“The reporters manufacture storles. There
“they are; ask them If It ain't so. I'd do the
“same thing If T were In the business. That's
“how they mnke a living. If they stuck to the
“truth they'd have to get out of the business.
“Dio 1 mean to say that they have deliberately
“manufactured stories? Certalnly, and I've
“helped them."

The first Mayor of Greater New-York hns suc-
eeceded In deawing a fine verbal pleture of him-
self,

TRAE TRANSVAAL TROUBLES,

The repart that a number of British subjects
have been arrested In the Transvaal, under
charge of treason, may or may not be troe, It
seems by no means Improbable. The lawe con-
ceruing treason are ahont ng strict and as com-
prehensive in the Transvaal as those dealing
with leze-majesty In Germany. We are not
gure that it would not be consldered high trea-
son to say that President Krilger would look
better without his whiskers. It ls not loug
ago that fire Insurance and lightning-rods were
oficially prohibited as blasphemous. The story
that the arrests were made throngh the agency
of a spy, Informer and provocative agent 18 |
also plausible. The Transvaal Government has |
a bilg secret gervice fund, which it uses In all
sorts of ways, and it has before this used it
in exnctly this way. Nor Is It at all unlikely
that some British, American or other Outland-
ers have been talking and even plotting what
might well be construed as treason. They are
known to have done so a few years back. And |
matters have not mended sipee the Jameson |
rald, On the contrary, the Boer Government
has been more degpotie than ever, and the Out- |
landers have been harrled and oppressed still |
more. That they should be treasonably in-
clined is not the least hit strange,

Tlhis Is the state of the case: The Outlanders
have saved the Transvaal from bankruptey, and
have made It, in proportion to its slze, the rich- |
st country on the globe. They have given It |
practieally all the business and civilization it |
has. They are to-day It8 very brain and brawn.
But the Government decrees that they must

remaln Outlanders, with scarcely any more |
rights than the Kaffir slaves whom the Boers '

“wallop” at will. They eannot hold office,
They are not admitted to cltizenship. They are
not permitted to have thelr children taught
their mother tongue in the schools. They nre
compelled to carry “tickets of leave,” like crim-
inals, and to show them to any Boer who may
demand to see them. They are taxed without
representation, and they are drafted Into the
Transvaal Army and compelled to provide their
own outfit and to do the fighting whenever
the Boers want to confiscate the lauds and cat-

tle of 2 native tribe. And In Johannesburg
they are compelled to live, move and have their
being at the focus of a circle of Boer fortifioa-
tlons, the guns of whieh are continually trained
upon the houses of that city.

Agnlnet this state of affairs they petition and
protest to the Boer Government; and President
Kriiger tosses thelr petitions upon the floor and
wipes his boots upon them, amid the lnughter
of the Raad. They appeal to the British Gov-
ernmeont, and are met with the remindsr that

| {he Transvaal is entirely Independent in all
| domestic affairs, the British suzeralnty now

belng confined to supervision of treatles with
forelgn Powers. What wonder if they begln
to feel & bit desperate? What wonder If they
talk treason? Of course, the Transvaal Gov-
ernment has a right to suppress treason. Self-
preservation is a fundamental law, of States
as well as of Individuals. Yet the screwing
down of safety-valves is not always a prudent
undertaking. It might be better for President
Krilger to remove the provocation to treason
than to arrest those who have been provoked
to it. If not, one of these days there will sure-
Iy be a smash. And when |t comes, the enter-
prising, progressive, enlightened element of
population will very lkely come out ahead of
that which elings to the despotism and the
conservatiam of the Middle Ages.

THE DEWEY HOUSE FUND.

The movement to procure A home In Wash-
Ington for Admiral Dewey by popular subserip-
tion has been rapidly organized, and has al-
ready acquired a momentum which virtoally
guarantees its complete success. It I8 helleved
that not far from $10,000 has been subscribed
in two days, and we observe with much ‘u-
terest that “The Brooklyn Eagle,” which took
the lead In the matter and !s naturally most
tamillar with the incidents which Indicate the
rising tide of enthusiasm, expects that before
the end of the weok the fund will be more
than large enough tc accomplish the maln pur-
pose. The committee, of which Mr. Vanderlip,
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, I8 chair-
man, has issued an address briefly deseribing
the project and anpouncing that It Is ready to
recelve subseriptions, no particnlar sum being
specified as essential or desirable. No doubt |8
felt that there will be a handsome margin cver
and ahove the amount required to buy snd
furnish a suitable house, and the Intentlon is
to regard the excess as an endowment fond
for the maintenance of the establishment, which
othersise might possibly be rather burdensome
to the Admiral. The suggestion has been made
that Dewey might perhaps prefer to take up
hig permanent residence elsewhere, but the
committee evidently thinks It safe to assumne
that inasmuch as he will in all probability Eave
official duties to perform at the capital he will
choose to live there, and it Is distinerly an-
nounced that subseriptions are invited for the
purchase of 2 home in Washington, -

It i& exceedingly gratifying that Admiral
Upshur's proposal should have elicited at once
a response so general and hearty as to assure
the swift completion of the undertaking. If
there was any reason to fear that the popnlar
enthusinem which has been multifarlously man-
fested ever ®inee the rumor of Dewey's re-
turn was confirmed would not eagerly express
{tself In this material manooer, the judgment of
those who were willing to take the risk seems
to have been Immedintely vindleated. We nope
there 18 no possibility of mistake about It, for
a popular tribute has special grace and value
when the processes by which it comes into he-
ing are rapld. It would he grievous allke to
Admiral Dewey and to the country if after the
first spurt the collectlon should grow slowly.
Happily. there is good reason to belleve that
a common experience will not be repeated in
this Instance, but that the offering will be dls-
tingulshed by its spontaneity, and therefore
doubly acesptable to the reciplent.

LIBERAL CULTURE.

Alr. Andrew Carnegle has made to the new
University of Birmingham a noble gift saddled
with a eondition which is at least unfortunately
worded. He will glve the last £250,000 needed
for the establihment of the university, That s
equivalent to glving It at once, for no one
doubts for a moment that the whole sum
needed will speedily be fortheoming. But it |s
on this condltlon, that “the seientific .school he
nmde the prineipal department.” The univer-
gity corporation has accepted the gift subjest to
that condition, a fact which will not cause sur-
prige. It was understood from the beginning
that the university would he made as strong as
possible in its scientifie and commerclal depart-
mente. The very genlus loel of Birmingham Is
sufficient to assure that. And it I8 unguestion-
ably well that muech attention should be paid to
guch matters. Yet we eannot avold the belief,
already expressed, that the condition, If its
woriding Is to be Interpreted literally, 18 an un-
fortunate one,

A unlversity, to be worthy of the name,
should be an lustitution for liberal culture. It
should not be merely a school of the classles,
though It must give Instruction In them. It
ghould not he merely a school of the selences,
though It must glve Instructlon In them. It
ghould not be merely a law school, or a mel-
feal school, or a school of philosophy, though it
should, and must, to be complete, comprise
such schools, 1t should not be simply or chiefly
Hterary, or scientific, or artlstic, or professional,
or philosaphical, but It should be all these, with-
out special diserimination, In as nearly as pos-
glble the same proportlons and corelations ns
in the enlightened world outside. The definl-
tion given by a partlenlarly practieal American
fs to be commended, to wit: “An Institution in
“which any person can find Instruction Iln any
“study.” That, barring out, of course, the rudl-
mentary studles which are to be pursied In
primary and secondary echools, I8 a good de-
seription of a university,

But observe that it Is “any person” snd “any
study.” There s to be no direrimination
against this person or In favor of that one. Bo,
in like manner, there should be no diseriming-
tion against this study or In favor of that one,
All persons who are worthy to be admitted to
the university, and all studies which are of
true universlty rank, are to be treated with
equal copsideration. And the moment you say
that the classical department, or the selentifie
department, shall be the chief one, yon prac-
tically say that the so-called university shall

(In fact be merely a clansical or A sclentific ecol-

lege, with gome subordinate addenda. Tt may
be, and in some well-known enses It has act-
ually come to pass, that, owing to the excep-
tional strength  developed by Individual |n-
etructors, or to the richness of speeial endow-

| mentg, one or another department of a uni-

versity 's made more promipnent than the
others, But that iz a very different thing from
raying nt the outset that such shall Impera-
tively be the ease, and that the university
shall be devoted pre-emipently to this or to
that study. It is admirable for Mr, Carnegle to
make this generous gift to the University of
Birmingham. It will be well for that instity.
tlon to make Its sclentific school as strong as
possible, as It should make all its schools. Rut
If It 1s to be a true university—that is, n seat
of liberal culture—Iit should not decree at the
ontset that any one department s to be the
chief one, but should strive to make them afl
comparably and In due proportlon great and
strong, so that. however highly and Intensely
specinlized Its work may bhe In this or that di-
rection, Its whole work, Lo all directions, shall

«with those of March.

be well balanced, fully rounded, harmonliously
complete. Thea, and only then, will it be A
true university.

APRIL COMMERCE.

The full report of foreign trade in April has
just appeared, and s somewhat disappointing.
It was known that exports of the chief prod-
nets were in value $10,704.078 smaller than Inst
year, against a decrease of £18,142,000 In March,
but there was hope that the minor exporis,
malinly of manufactured products, which rose in
March nearly $7,000,000 beyond those of any
wrevious month, wounld so far Increase as to
balance most of the logs In staples. It appears
that the minor exports werse §4,581,000 less than
fn March, although greater than In any other
month. The record of domestic exports, exelu-
sive of the great staples, for the six largest
meonths ever known, in their order, compared
with corresponding months of the previous year
will have interest;

180708,

1R0K.'D9.
MATER ovnvrrnreerae. o845, THEHOS
APl cocvnnvnnrannenss 44217706

December ............ 41.554.084
November ............ 41,132,081

October vrreresess BD817,440
January A0, 237,005

Although March exports-of this sort are nusu-
ally larger than in April, a litle relative de-
erease of £1,200,000 may be recognized, with the
fact that the remarkable galn which has so
nearly balanced losses In the exports of staples
for months past has heen arrested. Hence all
exports fall to $88,877,104, and the excess of ex-
poFts over imports was only £23,145.058 for the
month of April, n bandsome balance, It I8 true,
hut excepting In July the smallest in any month
gince the summer of 1897, The imports were
not heavy for the season, the difference being
in diminished movement of staples, with a de-
crease of £4,500,000 In minor exports compared

1t eannot be determined for about two weeks
how much of this decrease was in the chief
products of manufacture and dne to an advance
In prices which» has not ceased. The natural
{mpresslon I8 that much of 1t may he found in
iron products, because the movement of these
in March was exceptionally heavy, and the ad-
vance In prices has been unusual. But It Is not
to be forgotien that the fron works were
crowded with orders, the largest establishments
until July, before the rise In prices came In
February, and many of these orders were for-
cign and not yet entirely executed, The Fed-
ernl Steel Company now states that its entire
enpacity 18 covered for the whole year, and the
other large works are {n similar position, many
of the orders hooked even down to this time
belng for forelgn account. There s at least
fair probability that exports of iron products
inay continue larger than In previous years for
gome time yet if no further orders should he
taken.

A to exports of breadstuffs, also, there is a
little belter outlook sinee May began, and the
opening of lake and eapal navigation usually
brings some Increase. In half of May wheat
exports were a little larger than last year,
though lower in price, and cotton exports not
nearly as far behind as they were in April. Thd
more hopeful advices of foreign prospects as to
wheat are a little early, since the coming yield
in Burope ean hardly be estimated with any
confidence at ihis date. Supplies for more than
two months have yet to be secured, and may
be drawn largely from this country at low
prices even iIf forelgn prospects contintie good.
The exports of ofl In April, though smaller in
quantity, were larger in value than last year,
and exports of cattle and provisions not much
behind last year's. Still the fact remalns that
nelther In this month nor the next is the excess
of exports over Imports lkely to be nearly as
large as It was Inst year.

The specle movement in April was not fmpor-
tant. Net imports of gold were £1,300.630,
against net exports of sllver amounting to
§2.232,336, The Spanish settlement has passed
without disturbance, and the country stands in
no need of more gold, so that the change from
net Imports of $81,256,134 gold In April of last
year need not he regarded as presenting a dls-
appointing contrast. There 18 nothing In the
tate of foreign trade to warrant any apprehen-
glon, but a reasonable certalnty that the eoun-
try will be called upon for no gold in forelgn
gettlements for a long time, though It could
rendily spare some, and a strong probabllity
that the favorable balance on merchandise ac-
count, though for a tlme smaller than It bas
been during two phenomenal years, will eon-
tinue to enll for esttlements In cash by other

countries.

JOHN W. AMBROSE.

In the death of John W. Ambrose this city has
lost one of Ita most public-spirited and useful
citizens. He had for years been deeply Inter-
epted in the improvement and deepening of New-
York's harbor, and {t was largely through his
enthusiastic zenl and patient work that the peo-
ple of the city, and finally Congress, were
rezeed to the paramount importance of this
question. He was one of the most active origl-
nators of the recent dinner to Senator Frye,
and on that oceasion the Senator hore ample
testimony to the intelllgent and unselfish lahors
of Mr. Ambrose, not only In mastering all the
eomplex details of the subject, but In presenting
the matter to the appropriate committees of
Congresa. 8o well was this known to the
merchants of the ecity that they desired some
time ago to glve a dinner to Mr, Ambrose In
recognition of his efforts, which were at last
erowned with success. But with his customary
niedeaty he declined the honor.

Though =0 much of his life was spent in the
engrossing activities of a business man, he found
time, nevertheleas, to cultivate Hterature and
the classics, He was an admirable CGreek
scholar, and during the life of the late Dr,
Howard Crosby they used to meel frequently
in order to read some of the authors of that
ancient tongue. All in all, Mr. Ambrose was n
type of cltizen which New-York Is not always
credited with possessing.  Such lsinterested
and Intelligent eervice to the public welfare de-
serves and should recelve a word of cordlal
recognition,

''he Mayor seems (o think he s a biger man
than old Croker. The Boas had better come
back and see about that,

It Is really too bad that MceKinley doesn't turn
the Philippines Into a sewing circle, with free
goeeip all around, for the comfort of Aguinaldo
and his American assistants.

e

Mayor Van Wyck says that the elty has got on
marvellously well under the charter. Inasmuch
as the Mayor identifies the elty with Tammany
Hall, that s protably an honest expression of

opinion,
e

Mr. Thomeas (. Bhearman does not seem to
have succgeded In turning Plymouth Church
into an anti-expansion soclety,

—_————

Mr. Carnegle probably antlclpated that the
prociamation of his philanthrople purposes would
Increase the demands upon his bounty, having
already had considerable experience In the ways
of the world; but even he seems to have been
surprised by the size of “the army of mendi-
ecaris” from which he Is seeking protection In his
Highland solitude, The Incident furnishes a
rather disagresable commentary on human

nature,
vt —

The library domes are seen far off on the hori-

zon. We besin to belleve they are not & mli- ,

rage, now that the money for them Is actually

provided.
JEL. NS

A splendid specimen of the American eagls
was killed yesterday on Long Island. A severe
penalty ought to be Imposed upon any one who,
while living In this land of liberty, is base
enough to rafee his rifle against the bird which
typlfies American freedom. One who Is 80 re-
gardless of Natlonal traditions needs some forel-
ble lessons In elementary patriotism,

PERSONAL.

Miss Winter, the English governsess of the Queen
of the Netherlands, has gone to Bucharest, to twrl
governess to tha little son and daughter of the |
Crown Prince and Crown Princess of Rumania. |
This has been done on the advice of the Queen of |
Rumania, who, when staying with her relations at |
Neu Wied, recelved a most_sxcellent character of |
Miss Winter from Queen Emma of the Nether. |
Iands, and aiso from Queen Wilhelmina, who, al- |
though she was a wilful pupll, was extremely fond
of her governess.

Giensral Miles has recelved an Invitation to be |

resent at the eoming military manceuvres at

Windsor, England,

The Rev, Thomas Fowler, the newly elected Viee-
Chanesllar of Oxford Usniversity, was born in Lin-
colnshire In 1522, and has lived eontinuoualy at the |
university sinee the age of seventeen, and has
taken part in saveral university movements, es-

lporlallr those connected with the removal af re- |
igloun disabilities and the organization of seadem-
fcnl studies. He is a Liberal Unlonist and Broad
Churchman, and is a voluminous writer.

The praise which Archbishop Ireland Is receiving |
In Europe for his eulogy of Joan of Arc Is not the |
first glven him for a treatment of the same kuh-
,IM'L The first prize of the many he captured dur-
nk his schoolboy days wam for a paper on the
Mald of Orléans,

The Southern Baptiet Canvention has appoainted
ex-Mayor Robert €. Davidson, of Baltimore, to
represent It in the delegation of English-speaking
Baptists which will petition the Czar of Russia o
plt a stop to the persecution of Russlan Baptists

Governor Lowndes of Maryland will formally
open the Maryland Trade Carplval and Peace
Jutlles In Baltimore next Monday,

W. W. Beach, the new “Father of the House of
Commons,” has a Parliamentary record less hy four
venra than the Inte Bir J. Mowbray, but enjovrs tha |
distin~tlon of having represenied one constituency—
North Hants—during the whole time—namely,
forty-two years. Sinee the Reformed Parllament of
1812 thers have been nine fathers of the Housge, and
Mr. Beach, who makes the tenth, has sat in Parlia-
ment with seven of them. Sir C. Burrell held the
positlon from 1850 te 1882, and Mr. C. R. M. Talbot
tor a period of sixteen years from 1874 Bir John

Mowhray enjoyed the distinoctlon for a littis more
than a vear, succeeding to it on the death of Mr.
o, P Villlers,

Major Willlam A. Kobhé, a4 United Statea Artll-
lery, whom General Otis has placed In command
of the expedition up the Rlo Grande River, comes
of a Well-known New-York family. (eorge .
Kobbt, a business man of this city, and Gustay
Kobhé, the magazine writer, are his brothers. In
the Clvil War Major Kobbé, who wae In the yvolun-
teer ‘sérvice, was brevetted for gallantry at the

hattle of Nashville, and at the capturs af Fort
Blakely, Ala. He has also seen considerabla

Indlan campalgning,

THE TALE OF THE DAY.

John E. Ingoldsty, of tha Utah hattery, In the
FPhilippines, in a letter to his mother thus describes
his escape from the hoepital in order to go to the
front and fight:

“When I sneaked out of the hospital, 1 wasn't
missed for a long time, In fact, until just the other
day, and when they did find it out they raised the
dickens with me. They fined me $12, because they
lost that mueh by my not drawing my rations, and
the captain said he was sorry to eay that 1 wonld
get no credit on my dlscharge for fghting battles
when | was supposed to be In the hospital. He said
he'd try to fix it up so I would get the eredit, but it
was doubtful If he could. He sald that if I had a
leg shot off 1 could never have a penslon. He is
& good man, but the doctor—

“However, 1 am still fighting, and am glad of it,
for it T had stayed in that hospltal when the rest
of the boys were enjoying themselves [ would surely
have died. If that didn't kill me, the doctor would.
There was another follow did the same thing I
did, and he got the same fine, He was a great denl
sleker than I, and as soon as we got AWAY from
the doator and his dope we got well in no time.”

It has bheen proposed to turn the Montezuma
Hotel at Lias Vegas Hot Bprings into a sanitarium
for malaria-sonked soldlers who are soon to come
home from the Phillppines and those that are now
seattered among the hospitals throughout the coun-
try trying to recuperate from their encounters with
the miasma of Cuba, There Is no better cure for |
malaria than the eoal, dry alr of New-Mexlco, and
the properties of the hot springs at Las Vegas are
a specifie for all malarinl polsons and for rheuma-
tiam. In the Montezuma Hotel are accommodatlons
for two hundred or three hundred patients, and by
a lttle alteration they might be considerably en-
larged, The Government has already declded to
turn the snbandoned barracks at Fort Stanton, on
the Banta Fe lina, about one hundred miles south

of this city, Into a prrmlnonlmhonpilnt rrr::r \1:\;‘!;
LH lon slance m
sumptives; but It is a 14 i W

rallrond and inconvenient to reach.
zuma Hotel is on a branch of the main railroad,
and a acheme Is now on foot to equip It with elec-
trlc-cars.—(Chlcago Record.

Frederick Schlehuber, of Chleago, has filed an
application in the Cireult Court, asking that he ha
granted permission to change his name to Fred-
erick Bchley, No cause was asalgned In the pe-
titlon for the desired change of name, but the
tavorite theory advanced was that tha vietories of
Admiral Schiey had so affectad the imagination of
the petitioner that he sought to adopt the nams of
the illustrious sallor,

The original of the character of David Harum,
in the novel of the same name, has heen Identified
as the Inte David Hannum, a former resident of
Homer and a noted character in Centrial New-
York. He was prominent In busineas, and Agured
in mimerous horse trades. which explains some of
the nassages in the hook, A correspondent writ-
ing from Binghamton relates many amusing stories
about him, one of which runs as follows: “It was
David Hannum that exploited the famous Cardift
glant, At first he owned the enriosity In partner-
ghip with a man from RBinghamion named Hull,
but he soon bought Hull out, and It wns he that
did most of the show business with the glant until
the facts in regard to the hoax hecame known,
It was while he was travelling around the country

showing thia curloﬂtr that the peeullar humor of
the man was well lfustrated. One da t?1 dlbm;»r
" e la-

¥oung man entered a passenger oar o
ware, Lackawanna and Western traln. The car was
well.filled, but there was one seat occupled by a
short, thickset, rather uncouth man, who managed
to spread himself over nearly the whole seat. Go-
fng up to him the young man ordered him to sit
along and glve the newe-mw‘ih part of the seal.
Something in the manner In ¢h the order was
fivnni dld not sult the older man. and he refused

o stir,

“ ‘Hop here, do you know who I am? Inquired the
young, man, irritated at the other's obstinacy,
"My niame is 8loan, and my father Is president of
this road.’

‘" ‘See here, ;-nuni man, do you know who I am?
wis the ready an unabashed rﬂglr of the man, |
who did not stir an Inch as he spoke. My name |a |
Dave Hannum, and I'm the father of the Cardiff
glant.' " —(Troy Times. |

1

A Ban Franclaco newspaper man tells this story
about ane of Patti’s visits to that city: “The diva
atepped from the traln, and, after inhaling a lung-
ful of fog. remarked: 'Oh, thils s heaven! All
my troubles are pald for! Thank heaven, I
hreathe the ale of 8San Franclsco once agalh!’
This was all very sweet In the high-priced canary
bird, and the newspaper boys wers all dellghted.
However, It was only a short time before I went
down (o the train to meet Pattl at Salt Lake
Clty, She was descending from her cnr, and as
her feet touched the ground she exclaimed:
“Thank heaven, 1 breathe the alr of Salt Lake
City once more! All my troubles are pald for!
Oh, this 18 heaven!" The newspuper boys were all
delighted with her. As for myself, on both of
these oceaslons 1 was  Aelighted also—with the
diva's lovely hypocrlsy, that accursod sln which
the poet tells us takea the best men In. [ never
thought Pattl much of an actress, but I changed
my mind In this respect after witnessing these two
exhibitions,"

Young Financler.—""What makes

ou n ;
much of the time, Willle?" ask uu?’ht) 1

the Indulgent

father, “Why, you see, mamma gives me a penny
every tlme romise to be good," replled the
aungater, "“and she never asks me to promise to }

good untll 1 have been naughty.” —(Chleago Post,

In some parts of Italy bleeding Is still considersd
a soverelgn cure for all Kinds of sickness, A story
i told of & mother who protested against the bleed-
ing of her sick child, The doctor assured her that
one more applicatlon of the cups would Insure re-
covery, but when he came the next morning he
found the child dead. “Madam.” said the doctor,
“be comforted by knowing that your child died !
cured "

“lgn't MeCorkle url‘ul!n

“Yes. Do you know w
tha elub?’
No

h;dhﬂni:" him "t.h. valet of the shadow.” —(Cleve-

thin sinee his return?”
At they call his valet at

| of which T possess some =necial

.Camarines,

GOLD IN THE PHILIPPINES,

A MINER'S EXPERIENCE WITH NATrvm
MINES AND MINERS — OTHER
MINERAL RESOURCES,

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: 1 have read with much Intérest in youp
Issue of the Sth Inst. an article headed “The
.Phil'lppines' Resources,” The next decade will
show what an honest and strong administra-
tion can make of the rich and fertile Philippins
Islands, Bhould I be alive ten years hence I
would be exceedingly astonished §f your peopls
were ready to exchange them for the British
West Indles.

The Fllipinos are what three hundred years
of misrule and oppression, of offcial greed and
monkish rapacity, not to use stronger termas,
have made them. They are good material
spolled. But [t I8 pever too late to mend, You
will have no AiMeulty in ruling them, when ones
the farcieal republle, which Is the outeome of
a financlal rather than of a freedom-seeking
congpiracy, has been put down. It will be put
Aown soon. The Flliplnos never expected such

' fighting as your boys gave them, and they are

now thoroughly cowed. They are qulck learn-
ers, The chief lessone, which they will aptly

| irarn and walech will make them trust and obey

you, are these, that the fruit their labor 1s

! theirs: that they will have stricl justice In your

courts and falr dealings In your markets.

In your West Point, Annapolls and vniversity
men you possess a magnificent material for just
such a clvll service as holds the British Empirs
together. 1 have some experlence In the ad-
ministration of semi-#avage countries, and [
know something of your men. They will just
ellmb to the top and make the Philippines the
richest archipelago In the Eastern Hemisphere;
a stronghold of Anglo-Saxon energy, teeming
with conteated and happy brown men.

GOLD IN THE EARLIEST TIMES,

I wish to say a few words ragarding the oe
enrrence of gold in the Fhilippines, a subject
knowledge,
Auriferous formations are very widely distribu-
ted throughout the |slands, and they have heen
worked by the natlves In thair simple but not
ineffectiva  fashion certainly elnce the early
ecenturies of the Christian era. Dr. von Moel-
lendorff, an expert sinologist, Lossesses a Chiness
book which from internal evidence he ascribes
to the third century B. C. It Is an account by
a Chinese merchant of a trading vovage from
Amoy to Luzon Names of loca'itiea In that
{eland which the Chinese auther mentions are
still recognizable in thelr modern appeliations,
He refers to gold as the principal article of ex-
port from Luzon,

The chlef motive of the Spanish adventurer
was greed of the preclous metals. It {s a matter
of course that he did not neglect them In the
Philippines. Ample evidence {8 to be found in

! Bpanlsh records, many of them buried In the

plgeonholes of the defunct Colonlal office In
Madrid, that numerous mines were worked by

i Spanlards. Very little of this has come to publla

knowledga, for books on the Philippines are
few, Indeed, untll Admiral Dewey made the
islends the theatre of his vallant deeds, even
educated persons, at least In tkis country, had
very hazy ldeas on their geographical position,
I well remember that when a few years ago &
destructive earthgquake overwhelmed some
islands In the Mediterraneanr & member of a
learned profession, knowing I had Inierests In
the Philippines, condoled with me on my sup-
posed losaes, for, sald he, I belleve your islands
are somewhere near the coast of Asla Minor."
THE BEST KNOWN MINING DISTRICTS.

The best-known gold-mining districts are thoss
of Mamhulan and Paracale in the Province of
Luzon. Mambulao means in the
language of the Bicols, who Inhabit the dis-
tricts, the “Place of Gold,” and la to this day
the hendquarters of gold-mining. Within the last
two years an engineer In the employ of.the
syndieate which I represent saw gold waghed
out of the mud of the village road. The his-
torieal “Veta Real” (royal vein) of Mambulao
was roported on by M. de Ste. Crolx, the chief
of a commercial expedition sent to Luzen In
1806 by Napoleon 1. His 1eport begins as fol-
lows: “If you had gold in your closed hand, you
would at least open it to use {t. That |s exactly
what the Spanish Government does not do’
Tke mineralogist of the expedition found the
mines closed, but they were opened agaln a
decade or two later, and produced for some time
gold at the rate of 1460 ounces Spanish per
week. The mines were closed down agaln and
opened same twenty years later by a Spanish
company, of which the late Queen Christina was
one of the principal stockholders. A solid ma-
conry adit, just above sea-level, was begun and
carried a few hundred feet. But the capital of
the company was gpent In a mysterlous way,
and the enterprise agaln collapsed. This mine
13 now in the possession of my syndicate, whoee
englneers, gulded by a plan made by an old
nitive miner, have reopened the mine, and found
the Veta Real and two parallel veins, and
proved them for a distance of over 1,000 yards

Thess mining districts are in certain piaces
riddled with adits and shafts. But no shafts
were sunk below water level, for pumps were
not used, and the only means of ralsing water
were small palls, of plaited palm-leaf fibre. The
only exception of which I am aware Is a
mine with a narrow but very rich vein. Her®
the native miners drove an adit of considerable
length by which they drained their shafts down
to the 6i0-foot level, and were thus enabled to
sink to the 100-foot level. In this mine a small
brass pump was found, which had probably beén
token from a vessel wrecked in the Bay of
Mambulao.

INTUITIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BICOLS

The Blcois are miners by atavism. They in-
tultively kinow the contents of gold of the quarts
they ralse, and unerringly reject barren stone.
Using notools besides crowbars and wedges, with-
out explosives and pumps, without appllances
worth the name except a rough copy of the Mex-
fcan arrastra, the natlves have accomplished an
ineradible amount of work, Near Paracale they
have levelled a hill to a few feet above sea-level.

| They win the gold by washing aurlferous gravel
' and sand and flacly pounded quartz, and thelr

women are the cleverest gold-washers. Where
the preclous metal Is particularly fine, they do
the last washing 1o water to which the mucllsg-
tnous julce of a native plant called gogo has
been added, This retalns the sand, but allows
the gold to sink to the bottom of the pan.

Quartz-mines have not been worked below
water-level, eve1 In cases where the water could
have been kept down by pafls. The reason I
very simple. With the appliances in use Span-
fards and natives could only win the gold from
oxidized ores, Below water-level Fhilippiné
auriferous quartz is always refractory. That is
why all the mines, even the Veta Real were
glven up below a certaln point. My syndicate
found this out to Its cost. The quartz looks like
free-milling, but it 18 not. One of our managers,
a member of the Institute of American Mining
Engineera in your clty, was sangulne enough
to expect 80 per cent of the gold on the
plates. But he cnly got 20 per cent, The ore
copcentrates easily at the ratio of 1:7. There
are many mines near the coast that only re-
quire modern methods to make them highly pro-
Aductive. 1 am sure that Luzon will become &
very lmportant centre for the world's gold-pro=
duction.

There dre other metals found In the islands—
sliver, copper, lead and zinc. I know there .are
rubles somewhere in the upper sterra, for [
some brought me. The only mineral of import-
ance that has not been found yet ls true coal
All the coal 80 far found and worked ia tertiary
lignite, with little mora than 50 per cent of car<
bon. But true coal may yet be found.

London, April 28, 1809, .




